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Noa§7 JULE 1979 SUBSCRIPYION  U.K, & issues for £1,00
. ~aa RATES USL & issues for $2.00

MTHI—ERGTTORTAL (dollar bills, nat cheques please)

Thank you folks for the bids for the original of the last
‘Anniversary coveresl got two bids of £2.00 cach, then a further two of
22050 cavheesactually, onc wns for five dtllars, and since that came in
a bit before the £2,50 offer, it gained the cover..snow on the way to Lynn
Hickman in the USA, By the way, I still have a few spare copies of fThe
20th Anniversary issio...40p including postage.

I wos tickled to get a copy of KWIGHTS! from Mike Dracken
whoerein he says.."With five years and twenty iocsucs under its belt, XKNIGHTS
is onc ¢f the oldest genzines in existence...one of the best Mike..I'll
egree to thato..but oldest ?  one of 29 Sorry right off the top we have
FRG, Scottishe Vagary and Triode all around the 20 year mark, KIIGHTS ,
by thc way boasts 40+ superbly produced pages..its 5th Annist costs 21,50
from Mike Braciken, 1810 Ramada Blvd, Collinsville, Illinois 62234k, Try it.

WANTED e e She Marehing Song of the Scven Dwarfs from the
*iIr, 'Snow White'!. I'd 1likc a recording to use on an amateur film..if
Possible, a vocal rendering..but music only acceptable, T c¢can dub tape
at 18, 32 Or 7% or cassctte mono or sterco.e.so drop me a linc if you can
help in any way will you ?

DOUG YOUNG has mailed me two old dtems to offer for auction
in aid of BRE funds....2ay bids (starting at 25p cach) for LERG 9 (Aug.1961)
Satellite issun, intericr colour and 20 papoese SOITGS FROM SPACE, compiled
by Lowrence Sandfielf (words and music), 22 pages, cover by 1lddy plus somo
interior art. Come on fclks, you cantt take it with you.

I missced the film STLENT RUMITING first time rounds..but caught
it on the Wox in Maye. SUPIRB..Thc finest SF film ever made..delicate, never
over acted cor overwrittcon. I humbly admit to having tears in ny cyes over
the endinge Tt beat 2001 2nd CE3K into the proverhinl cocked hat. Hitherto
Itve never been too sure when arked what I thought the best 5F film cver
riade.s.no furthcer problefs . .STLTHT RUANING wins hands downe

Finally, my thanks to all the people who wrote in about #he
last issue..in particular to Rog Pile for two long and extrenely interesting
letters (I noawly ran one as an article, but lackel? the mpace) Thanks also
to fhosce understanding people whe were good encugh to enelosc postage for
repliesssethat gesture is GRELTLY appreciated. So, until the next issue,

A1) the very best, N
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' N;S{: GO O Every sc ofien one hears or
o i dirJ)e s . .
o o P b (e b reads some headline such &s tw
"TEST TURE BADY RORN IN WIGAN!
After a brief glance one passes
on to the next items.such iz the
way in which the scieunce-~fictional

e 7 becomes the comiecnplaces It is
o ,leﬁN {{3;. only a matter of time before test
= tube babies join manned space
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f'ﬁ%f}y ',:F:‘*Iff"'i:g%ﬁ? - flight, atomic bombs, robotic
%%gﬁﬁ;«, - N —— devices and colour, satellite
B é{ § TV in the limbo of wonders =o

! P "'é@ g longer deencd nowsworthy.. After
all, why waste tim¢ and space on

: . ) such ephemera when there is

e s always the great god 'Sport!

deman’ing ever great sacrificess
in the way of news time and print,

Howcver, harking back to that
ttost=tune! baby, it is interesting to look at whot has been achieved so far
and where high, wide and handsome speculatior may lead us in the futurce..
naybe cven within our lifetimcc.

Strictly speaking of course, a ‘'test-tube’ baby isn't that..indeed, it
would scem that test tubes play little or no part in the process. Pundits
will no doubt shoot me down from all angles, but I gather that what has been
done, is the removal of an ovum from the mother. This has been fertilised
and then returned to her body for carrying to term. A marvellous achievement
but apart from aiding that small number who want children, but can’t manage
things dircctly, where will it lcad 7 Not to a population ecxplosion, that's
for surc, Mgst people will still preofor the grecater entertainment value of
the normal method. I suspect that there will be a far greater demand for
the technigue in a slightly different forme The fertiliscd ovum will be
replaced, not in the body of its proper parent,.but in the womb of 2 host-
mother! This idea..has all ready boen speculated on in fiction in Annc
McCaf frey's 'The G eatest Lgove'eo.but here, it was only becausc the wouldwbe
real mothor lacked the physiczl aobility to carry the child, Suppose that
the real mother just didn't want all that messy inconvenicnce ? There arc
always cnough people around with plenty of money.e.and others so desperate to
acguire it, thet I fancy pretty soon, figurc-~conscious Mrs, Potsocash will
pay little Mrs. (or Miss ?) Lacklolly to do the job for here Simply a few
days in hospital, and back to the soeial whirl, leaving the host-mother to
soldier on for nine months before bringing a gene=poerfect little Potsocash
into the world,

Decadent ? Most certainly, but when did that stop anyone with money to
burn ? Pretty soon, it will bc a competition to see who is first in the
merning coffee circle to have 'mothercd?' such a c¢hild, TIs anyone willing tc
bat me that it won't happen that way 2

A closely allicd topic is cloninge.in which several cells arc clipped
from the parent body, then grown in a suitable solution and environment; to
naturityes «s and a2 fully coperational copy of the parcent. So far, I've only
read of this bedng achieved with carrot ccllses.l don't credit the reccent



sensational newspaper reopris of a human clone. Nevertheless, such a being

will eventnually be createdee.it is only a matter of time., Given such methods,

we could see a population explosions..but maybe not in the family way to

labour a doutle pune Can you imagine the creation of muscular labour gangs,
personnel for the armed forces, cadres of great men and women of genius such ;
as Einsteine.or Asimov ? Mo doubt there will be super tsportsmen', statesmen

or entertainers, all hatched like eggs from a battery hene : .

Another aspect could be the aging tycoon, childless, but wishing to
establish a dynasty of others, justelike=him, to inherit his wordly goodse
A wilitary dictator might wish to ensure his own quasi-immortality..and also
supply him with doubles to send on jobs where assassination might be likely
to happene ’

The in=built drawbacks to cloning are the intricacy of the system when
compared with the natural method., It is moTe expensivessand just as time
consunming.( Our immortal dictator would have to endure his clones being, s8Y,
thirty years his junior at all times .. Do way to speed ‘em along) I rather
fancy that only long=lived institutes..such as the aging tycoons.or more
Jikely, governments, .will find the technigue of any great value.

Consider organ transplants. Once science has conguered the rejection=
‘response and any body can Aonate to anothers...then what price the chances of
Government clone=farmsa. .whereby extra healthy bodies are rearef in hundreds
simply to ensuvre a steady supply of hearts, kidneys, liver ctc. for those
whose own equipment has packed upe Fantastic ? It's a rash man who says
that about any scientific rescarch these dayse Unethical ? Lthics are what
you make themesthore is no universal ethic...and when the choice is transplant
or die, ethics can get a bit blurry at the edges. -

Doubtless, black market transplant kouses will arise. There's money in
it, so someone will have & go. Maybe via cloning, but a cheaper method
oxists for those willing to flout the laws Beware of dark alleys when this
era arrives - you might wind up as replacement parts for half a dozen others,

A1l this refers to buman clonesses.but how about animals ? - I fancy this
js a neglected (by SF writers) area which will really see developments Onc ~.
champion bull can clone~father hundneds..or even thousands in the same %tinme ™~
he could normally sire a handfuls..and all the offspring would be of the same

high quality. Log that up as a first step - an endless supply of high-grade

food animals...and iuevitably, another line of race horsese.

Genetic engineering by way of tinkering with their DNA night transform
them even further, possibly towards specific ends. Hornless, hoofless and
excessively meaty becf cattle with short legs for instance. Horrible to
contemplate, but so is starvation., Since man has transformed the bulldog,
the Pekingese, the milk-cow and the battery hen I see little chance of him
saying no to efficiency=designed cattlee.

In happier velin, we might expect better drugs and medicines..and our
1ife spans edging higher and higher..BUT, not activel’y so. As more and more
Jive to the 80 mark, the more cach younger person will kave to shell out to
support pensions, food, housing and suchlike for the octogenarians. Sooner
or later some joker will find which hormone triggers off old age and deathee.
and a suppressant for it will bring immorfality e followed by a food
shortage, a population ecxplosioneseand no doubt a war to end all warse -

A cheorful prospect for our Brave New World, but we can rest casy. It
won't happen in our lifetimes sses. oOF will it ? It might be later than
we think...,..but after all, it's only speculation eses Cr isn't it ?'T J
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F ANTHOLOGY
(

e /#//// f]Zﬁ' rholle

In ERG 65, I described some of the pitfalls that
can befall irexperiences, would=be SF anthologists;
end how they can be ripped off by unscrupulous
oditors,

But the picture is noi entirely a sour.onc. The
fan can get to edit his own book - and deriva a
great deal of pleasure therefrome The cncapsulation
in onc volunie of somc of your
favourite storivs, with some intro-
ductory material undcr your own by-
linc, does roflect some degrec of
creativity. Whilst this ecannot
comparc with selling your own
stories, it is a good substitute.

There are yet pitfalls to be
avoided, ecspecially thosc
involving finance and economicso.
Some of the following points
nay scem obvious, but morce than
one would~be anthologist
{(including this writer in a morc
youthful phasc) has becn unaware
of thom..and come a croppoerd

The book rights of individual stories
publishad in magazines usually belong to their author {espeeially an cstabl-
ished author)e. This means that beforce ccntracts for anthologics are signed,
you should obtain the author's permissions This should ideally be done by
contacting his agent, but you can also write dircct to the author {vho will
then put you in touch with his agent)e Somctimes the author will agree to
your offer and poss you on te his agent to formalise matters. This can peeve
the agent, because it prevents him haggling with you for a better offer (and
more comiission)e Try and contact the agent first, if he is known to you -
or ask the suther teo put you in touch.

You arc then set to conclude individuanl deals - often by letter only -
the form of which will be suggested to you by the author's agent. The larger
agencics have a pro-forma letter which both parties signe. As a condition of
stch a deal you undertake to pay £X for the use of thoeir story in your book.

{There is a variantion, invelving royaltics, whieh will be mentioned later on.
But, you nced to specify which rights are being takens The most common
approach is to take non-exclusive U.K. Englisch Language Rights, which allows



You to print the story in your own anthology, but the author can still usc
fhe siory asain later (either in his ‘own collection..or with come other
anthologiss)s Thic meons you must bo careful of the contract you sign with
the publisdher. Usnally, wiith you being a 'rookie', he will ask for tRiorld
Rights', or MAll Rights‘.,.and you sign that at your peril. They mean that
the publisher can resell the books to any foreign country without further
poyment, . There are various ways to compromise on this. - and you must do
something, because the publisher is sclling individual stories which rightly
still belong to their authors. One method is to cede world rights to the
publisher (moking sure you get a good royalty - 50% at least) and insert an
additional clawse making it conditional ‘that you have to give a separate
consent in advance of contract, for each: few cditions.with o right of veto.
This onables you to go back to the author's ngent, teoll him of the new deal,
and buy afresh the new permission ncedgde..iece non-cxclusive Spanish,
Ttalian, usage ctce ' : ' '

There arc two main ways of buying atory permissionse One is to
pay an outright cash sum for each edition. This has the advontage cf
sinplicitye The snag 1s that it con be expensive, because the editor pays
the authors himself, sc thot the publisher receives the book ‘clear'. But,
be warned: publishers will not, it secms, spend moncy promoting anthologics
as they will with novels, and sales are usually disappolintings Antholcgiles
often do not earn out their advance - at least, not in the original editicn.
Let's look at hypothetical cnses i=- Book wi%h 10 storictess

Exaupleg.l. Publisher's advance £250 x 2 = £500 :

Bditor's payment to authors @ £50 per story = £500

Cash balance to anthologist = NIL
. The anthologist/ editor would of course be entitled to receive, and kecp, all
royalties in excess of £500, but the odds are he won't carn anyes.

: e+ oNot Recormended !

SEQP-E_£  Ag above, but only £40 per stery paid, so that the editor gets at

least £100 eee.s Better & - EEEE

SEZSER2E. 22  DPayment to authors, £30 per story, against 6% of cditor's
royalty (i.e. a pro rata 60/40% split) This is the boest deal
for the editor, because he gots to keup 40% of all money
receivede In our cexample, at least £200. It ig also quite
fair, because if the bork sells well (unlikely) or is rosold for
translation (possible), both cditor and author continue to
receive further «ayments

There is yet one wore pitfall, Just:because your publisher signs a
contract with you, it doesn't menn he will publish the boolkkd Publishers con,
and frequently do, rencge on their anthology agreemonts (Often beeausc
another publisher pronises to share production costs for a dual hardcover=
papcrback presentation ~ and then pulls out. This can recally drop the
rookic anthologist in it. Consider the following exanple :w

Hardcover publisher offers 2500 for your book, £250 on signature,250
on publications He tells you that he can scll paperback rights to another
publishor, on which he'll give you 50%. Sounds a goud deall So, you obtain
your permissions = bearing in mind you are buying for two cditionss The
unwary oditor then buys his ten storics outright at £50 each (intending to
keep the paperback money for himsclf).

We have: Money received on signatures...£250

Editorts cash outlay to authorse...£500 TFICIT . .£250
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Then the publisher tells you the paperback publisher has gropped
ouiy and he isn't going abead, He won't be paying the £250 on publication.
There is nothing you can do about this, but usuwally 2 long time has elapsed
bBefore you arc told,y so you cannot rcadily ask the authors for thelr money
bucke Moral: Never pay oui to authors more than you have received as an
advances :

It can be seen that you ean get yourself involved in onc hell of a
lot of paperwork and correspondence ~ quite possibly for little financial
return,

But. don't let me put you offi If you do have a bock published, to
the anthologist at least, it will look goad, feel geod = even if it doosn't
actually do him any goode A4lsc, plong the way, you may be lueky cnough €o
ostabllish postal fricndships with the suthors (mest of whom arc npdest
follows, pleased to have their work recognised)e But, you'll never get riche

Sone anthologists, however, such as Mike Ashley, have used
anthclogies as a springboard to go on to writc their own books. Whether you
then go on to get rich depends om the quality of your book andé the publisher
involveds. But thare can be little doubt that picking your way through fho
nineficld of the anthology is excellent literary experiences

@ 1979 Philip Barbotilce

== === et bt R A L P e e e

Might I point out that Philip Harbottle is the proprictor of tm
COSMOS LITERARY AGENCY :

32 Tynedale Avenue

Hallsend,

TYNE AND WEAR, And as such, not only knows what he is
talking oboutes..but if you have aspiraticns, night woll help you to achieve
thenseosand at the same time, avoid those financial pitfalls. Tode
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Mike Banks writes.." Do you kmnow anyone who works for & rock

radio station in the U.Ke ? o.0r someone acquainted with someone who works
for m rock station ?2? The reason I ask, is that Ky friend Kevin VWolfe
works for an FM rock station and would like to become acguainted with a
british counterpart so as to possibly arrange some trades of studio records
and suchlike. If you come across anyone, would you ask them to contact
Kevin"ecoesosns oJ oKevin Jolfe

3661 Davenant Ave

Cincinnati, OHIO 45213. U.S.A.

CO=AX TFrom Mike Banks se. & issucs £2 seamail (£3 by oir)

P
b1}

THRU BLACK HOLES 4 issucs £2.50 +..from Mike Roden.
I'11 agent for them if you wish to send cash to me (TeJ.)e.or direct toes

Mike' Banks Mike Rodcen :

P,0. Box 312 982 White Oak Rd, Mike Roden has just started a
Mitford Cincinnati new fantasy art packet systemes
ohio %5150 Ohio 45245 plus an cxcellent fantasy

magazine....drop him a line for
latest detailse.
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With Ergitorial
comments in triple
parentheses..thus

(({ )33

Wle open the batting
with 2 word froum,

Kevin Broxton
'the Colin Lester article proved that the days of the 418 Leyland Ave
starving writer are still with us. The usefulness of Leyland, LANCS.
the ISFY is obvious Trom the large crack in evidence
@~wn the spine of my copy, is there no hardback version ? I didn't think
rach of the E.C.Tubb article -~ a bit simplistic, full of the sort of indis-
ariminate lashing out at anything and everything that issecn as a threat to
“he hard working overtaxed individual’. Not that I disagree with hie
vision of how the world should be, I just think the way to achieve that sort
of society requires a differcnt approach. I believe the much-naligned Trede
Union movement to be a vital part of any move to create a just democratic
society (((With its closed shops and 'the biggest cloui gets the most lolly'
attitude ?2))

ALB.PREEMAN I was really surprised to read Drian Aldiss saying that
&3 Adelaide Rde., his first loyalty was to litc¢rature and not SF, This is
High Wycombe really odd considering that the vast majority of his
Bucks books arce SF and thase which arcn't can hardly be called

great literature. I think Brian has reviewed mainstrean,
but it's his 8F he will be remembered for, 30 years from now people will still
remember and be reading 'Hothouse', 'Malacia Tapestry! ahd 'Report On’
Frobability A! (maybe it should be 'trying to read the latter!, though, while
his rcviews and Horatio Stubbs novels will long be forgotten. I liked Colin
Lester's piece, but have becn unable to find a copy of the Ycarbook locally
and not liking to buy things without seving them first, haven't ordered a
copys Reviews are interesting as usual, Simak's style has been very saney
for his last Tew books., I wish he would write something really different
once in a while

Alan Mattingly I especizlly like the wscinnce basced attitude and the

7 Burns Rd attention %o modern problems (The only ‘zine of its kind
EastIeigh in the country ?) (((Thankee sir..I like to think so, but
Hants S05 5DW opinions differ on that.)) Your artwork was as wsuzal,

superb (well, somc of it wasn't as good as the rest) I
especially like the pieces in rcd and those on pages 24,26 and 27, plus the
cover of course, I rcally thought the colourcd ink made & vast improvement
from the usual black and white. As to content, the variety was a refreshing
change..two science based articles, Ted Tubb's fiction, The Aldiss specch
transcript, 'Frazzled'! and the short reviews. I hope IRG 67s as varied and
well produced*® T agree completely with you on starting 'heavy' research into
alternative power sources now; as being essential. Not only that, but
hopefully eliminating the inevitable overnight collapse of the petro-chemical
industry 'in tot's A lot more research should be being applied to alternative
raw material sourcese (((There's another little problem no onc sccms rude
enough to mentione..we now have some nice large oil ficlds..and a new huge
coalficld,..all coming into operation just as everyone else is running out.
Now how gentlemanly do you think the *have nolr' are going to be..or will
they simply take us over to protect us from the other side 2?))



Lewd 8 Vickers 7

Goldspink Eouse
Goldspink Lane
Hew castle on Tyne

Good Lord, have you been on the go for 20 years The
Ilithogr aphed cover was good but in wy opinion, not worth
the effortes The cover is..or ought to be meaningful or
syabolic on any publication except Lxchange & Mart

(((But it was symbolic..of ERG's creativity))). Brian Aldiss should wPitc out
a hundred times, "I must not apologise for 8F. As for calling it the modern
novel-~ I bet for cveryone reading ST there are a hundred reading 'The Happy
Hocker' cr some suchs I mey do your crossword sometime {(((Good, I'11l lond
you a dictionary))) Ted Tubb's ariicle. Thackeray will quote nicely here,
"Dear Sir, Oh my dear sir.® Colin Lestert's article shows that the compiler
ef a yeardbook ¥5 a failed auwthore Dave Griffiths gave interesting info on
the space shuttle. T look forwgrd to your compilation in ERG No, ? on the
history of Space City Ne,1.

Fri¢e Necdham ATV BT

" censusd How can I fill in a form which
25 Lawnswood Drive

. includes Bionic Woman and 6M Dollar Man ((( With a

Swinton . . W I 1t & th

Manchester M27 NH ton of cement, I hope) can commcnt on the
contents of ERG beecause

the contributors are unknown to me. {( I7g

never heard of leinlein until I rcad his girl boy
first storys«dut that didn't stop me saying rebble paebble
that I liked it)) I like to get ERG, but

I still feel as I felt in the mid-~50s, very Ay (/::j::\X
much out of it, () ZEric also sent tho idea —malf 28 e 3

for the cartoon on the right,..send your "Why can't you be a little

bombs to him))) boulder ?¢
William Bains

Crowland Lodge 3rian Aldise' Piece was interesting I always like hearing
700 Galley Lanc other poople's ideas of where SF fits in with the rest of
Arkley the world. Especially when those ideas are so well written
Barnet. HERTS down (but then, what clse from Srian Aldiss ?) Through A

Glass Darkly had me convulsed in barely suppressed
laughter. (hystur¢cal shricking at past n1drlght is not appreciated by my
landlady ¥( So give hor a subd to ERGY)  You out a pun like 'sugar cube! in
another cdition ande.. no words fail #. express the tortures 1
conc:zive 2% the thought ((( Better no read the caption just
above this then)) A lot of lovely book reviews to round it
offe A truly splendid issuce..Aaaagh. Ruined! Never believe
anything Adrian Berry says. The Iron 3un is a classic of
misinformed science reporiing (((Here *illiam disagrees with
various points in Mr Berry's book..and of Linstein's theory
‘as explained by the avthorse..))) Mr. Berry's theory
postulates that rclativity proves that cntering
a black hole causcs instantaneous travel to
anotherplacessisze it predicts FIL travel.

((( Yould you say that making a two minute
journey through a mountain tunncl to avoid
two hour detour 'proved'! you had travelled
at around 500 mph ?7%. If you can skip thro!
the continuum instcad of going right round
it, then this isn't necessarily ITL, )

TUAT''S ALL THAE SPACE WE HAVSL THIS TIME
FOLKS.+. best wish

€5 Terry



THE TRUTH
. ABOUT
£ SPACE-TRAVEL

Aby Satellites and planetary
; y probes are being launched almost
Torry daily. To the layman, whether

they stay up or not, remains a
mystery. To throw some light on
the topic, the full facilities
of the ERE have boen bont to

-~ straightening out the matter,

Jezves

Here then is IERG's fearless
exnoese of what has been done and
((Re-printed from ERG 3 Oct. 1959)) what reomains to be domnw. Veils
of secrecy have been ruthlessly
ripped aside. iron curtains rustel to ruln, o oxpense has becn sparcd to

bring ¥YOUeensvooes THE TRUTH !

Even theTlayman has come to accept that jet engines and alrscrews are
not much use in a vecuum. But still puzzling is, “"What does a rocket push
against when there is no air 27 Let us scitle this point oncc and for all.
A burning rockct is damned hotj; the flaming gases shoot out like crazy. The
heat would burn up the rocket in no time, To zvoid this, the craft moves off
in the opposite direction at high speed as Newton's fifth law statese.''Speed
is proportional to cxhaust tempcrature! (Discovered when a rocket fell on
his head.)

16 force is even more simple to understand. 1G is the standard pull
of gravity exerted om tihc scat of one's pant, 2G if kept up for half an hour
will give you a neat crease., 4G will do it even faster. At 8G the threads
crease withip a few sccondse Very few trousres can stand over 10G.

1G

r o
Ay & Gy PO e
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In the above diagrams, the spaceman is in the crect positon, a very
poor one for withstanding G forcese. Notc the physical clongation taking
place with incrcased G. In 1., trousers drop in graceful curves. At 26 the
fabric starts to strain. 9SG shows material approaching its strain 1limit, and
at 10G, there is total failure of all support systems. To aveid such
wmbarrassment, astronauts lie in a prone position and thus retain their
dignity.,
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Starting with these two facts, we can now investigate an actual moon

fiight, How fast should our rocket travel ? Obviously, it cannot be
allowed to exceed an acceleration of 10G or the pilot's trousers will coll~
apse. Being limited in this way mcans the trip will take longor. This means
that more fuel will be needed and this demands a larger rocket. To make for
convenience in building, this is made in several steps {(otherwise a very long
(or tall) factory would be nceded)e. Let's suppose our man is to employ a
throe-step rockets This will cost a lot of money, so to economise, builders
arrange for bits to drop to be collected end used again, rather than send all
the lot to the moon, Sometimes, unintended bits drop off, this is called 'an
operational hagéid! and explains why all the groubd staff wear steel helmetse
Not that these will stop a falling rocket, but they do keep the head warm and
look dramatice

Now we have our three stage rocket, limited to an acceleration of 8G
and a man (wearing strong trousers to ride. Since space is airless ho will
need a pressurised cabin in which to breathe. Early experiments tried to
aveid this by placing the pilot in an airtight cylinder, Bach day, a little
of the air was pumped out. Eventually, it was hoped the subject would adapt
completely to living without air. Near the end of thr first week, the pilot
was starving to death and had to be released. A second attempt was made in
which he was given a packet of sandwiches, This time, success was in sight
when the subject's lungs exploded. It was docided to return to the idea of
a pressurised cabin.

The air problem was finally solved in brilliant fashion by the use of
plants to convert the cxhaled CO2 into 02. Thus, to maintain his air supply
our traveller must carry a full set of Bardening tools, two sacks of manure,
a load of grass seed and a lawn moweXs’
Profiting from the ait tank experiment,
scientists also decided that the man
must also have food, s edible plants
were added to the air supply. To add
varicty in the form of meat, it was
decided to inclide a live cow in the
equipment, thus avoiding the weight
penalty of a refrigerator and adding
milk to the astronaut's diet plus a
further source of fertiliser, Since ‘
the cow might object to supplying
regular slices of moat a complete set l
of anaesthetic gas, surgical eguipment \
and 2 tin of 'Elastoplast' were added.  _/_ ).}

A water supply posed problems T
until one genius fabricated the nose cone },I;
from a block of ice. Thus the astronaut '
merely necds an ice=pick and a box of matches . ~ R\
to be always surc of a drink of watere. (To ensure their striking ™
in vacuum, each match ie enclosed in its own tiny glass buldb <
complete with air supply),. -

For cabin lighting, candles will be carried. These have several
advantages. In an emergency, they arc edible, whoreas light bulbs are only
palatable with special training. Candles can be pulped to plug air leaks,
they will stiffen the pilot's moustache if he wears ones.orr his upper lip if
he doesn't, Furthermore, they will give reliable warning of air leaks, as
they will immediately go out. '

———
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For entertainment, and to avoid boredom, a pack of cards will be
previded to allow the astronaut to play Solitairc. By leaving only 51 cards
in the deck, there is no danger of the game working out too easily.

- Art#ificial gravity, long thought to be impossible, will be supplied
by magnetising the decks of the craft. Then all the astronaut need do, is
to sprinkle his food with 3iron filings. Twin howitzers mounted in the nese
will blast metecorites out of the way and should a journcy outside the ship
for toilet purposes become necessary, a specially designed spacesuit solves
that problem, A diagrem of the Pawlsuit Mk.VI is shown on the left.

— -Auto~rotating propeller-cum-parachute
. Hole to prevent cxcess pressure buil up
Windsercen wiper :
. - R TV aerial ' o
4iﬂ~f”'f‘ !//,Collecting box for Red Cross
T Thermos flasks - '

TV and ‘radio (with commercial filter)
/ Plumb line for orientation
“Belt tested to 10G
"Magnet to remove drawing pins before sitting
Escape hatchecumw~reliof area = down
an Dersz plastic compass (non magnetic)
ottle opener ' ' '
Fans for keeping cool (courtesy F.R.,Paul)
Trousers {tested to 10G)
Anti-rattle knee padding
eMore fans o
tAinkle socks '
Boots (advertisement paid for)

V4.

]

' _.;.7'{’
By 4 .
!

Not shown in the diagram are the special
braces (suspenders) calibrated in G units.
The undershorts embroidered with a message
of Universal Brotherhged and the wallet of
Social Security and Credit Cards

@RRINNAVIIDNINAACAWROCA2E Teorry Jecves.

Since the above article was writlten for
ERG, its prophecies have been proved by
numerous manned space flights and many
actual moon walks, While these may
have differcd in detail, the broad
picture has reme ined as forecast. T,J,
BRIV RIS

233328022322 BABAA

This has been the first of what I hope
will be a regular (or otherwise) ‘series
of reprints from early issues of ERG

Plastic coated replicas of this article, printed on highegrade plastic waste
bip liners and suitable for attaching o decp space probes may be obtained
from the ERGitorial offices on receipt of much money or a reasonable working
facsimile of Sophia Loren. ' '

‘ .
* 1



_“OF COURSE I KNOW WHAT NASA STANDS FOR., IT'S...ER..%.LONG SILENCE.
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Over the past few months it has
become apparent to me, through various
newspapers and periodicals, that the
press has come up with a game to play
whenever NASA is mentioned.

For several years now L have lived under the
! impression that the initials NASA stod for
G '"NATICNAL AERONAUTICS and SPACE ADMINISTRATION'

v Ty
o S Ao
~ s
1 s

Hrtionestdn If I'm to believe what I'm reading these days, this
DAVE GP\}FHTHS is not the case. The game appears to cemtre around

various reporters jotting down what they believe

NASA really stands for, and popular guesses 8o far include 'NATIONAL
AERONAUTICAT & SPACE AGENCY, and tNATIONAL ASTRONAUTICAL SPACE AGENCY.
Personally, I'm putting my money on the entry from the Victorian Water
Authority in Australia - "NORTH AMERICAN SPACE ADMINISTRATION',.it must be
the best so far (unless you know dif”erent).

Multi site, sample return missions to Mars are being investigated by
NASA which would take advantage of a 1988-1990 launch window. It is without
doubt, the most expensive NASA planetary mission under consideration, but is
also recognised as being the mosi cost~effective type of Martian exploration
in terms of scientific returns Curreént plans call for the multi site return
programme to consist of four landers, cach of which will be targeted at one
of the major geologic arecas on Mars, Each lznder is expected %o include a
roving vehicle for sample collection away from the landing site.

The rovers will contain instruments for sample selection and collection .
tools, and an ALSEP (Apollo Lunar Surface Experiments Package)-like package
which will be placed on the surface to pexrform network science. In Addition,
landers will be complemented by a science orbiter instrumented £o obtain
global chemistry, minerology and magnetic and gravity fields. The orbiter
should also give us an increased understanding of the composition and
dynamics of the Martian atmosphere.

Mobility range tradcoffs for the rover are being investigated from an
engineering standpoint, by the Mars Sciexce Vorking Groups At the moment,
there is little agrcement as to the mobility range requireds Current ideas
range from a few metres, to hundreds of kilometres. The range of the
vehicles is critical to the design, since each increment in mobility range
must be supported by increases in rover mass, power and autonomy. These
capabilities in fturn inecrcaze the total mass to be landed on the Martian
surface. The net result of this would be a reduction in the mass available
for the Mars ascent vehicle, thus substantially inereasing total mission
costs. With these points in mind, the Mars Science Working Group has been
attempting to determind the mobility range required to assure the proper
sampling of the most abundant rock and soil types in the vicinity of each
landere, It is hoped that the mobility range question will be resolved fairly
soon in order to make the findings available to the spacecraft design team.

Between July and September of this year, the abandoned SEYLAB should
hit the edge of earth's dense atmopshere about 50~60 miles above the surfacec.
As it does so, some of its smaller parts will brecak off and create
spectacular displays of sparks along 1ts meteoric trail - expected to cover
an area some 4000 miles long, by 100 miles wide. The main body of SKYLAB
should deposit between 400 and 500 pieccs of debrig weighing a total of



W
25 tons on the surface, with jmpact spceds up to 300 fcet per sccond.

The Targest parts of the spacecraft to survive re=cntry should b? the
£ilm vault and an airlock shroude..weighing %000 and 5000 l1bse respectively.
Some predictions indicate that they might hit in the same areae

Plans to rescue SKYLAD forr re~use, by attaching a remotely_controlled
booster called the teleoperator rotrieval system (fRS), were abandoned last
Decomber when delays in the Space Shuttle programme and various problems
with SKYLAB lesscned the chances of a successful )
reboost beyond practicel limits, By the earliest . | .3g. .
Stwttle Launch on which TRS could have RO
becn earried (probably the second . @) —— s

orbital fIiight test), SKYLAD would
have sunk too low for the :
hoosterts limited
capebilities to
TEVoYSCe

An alternative
scenario, whercby TRS would
have deorbited SKYLAB into
an ocean and detached
at the last minute
for recovery and
subsequent repuse,
was dropped as it
was considered too
chancy.

———

Unlikely suggestiongg;‘ 3 =
from outside NASA have included o
asking the Soviets for help (which ignore
the Tact that Soviet docking technigues require a co=-operative target) and

simply blowing the spacecraft up (which would permit a grester emount of
grbris to reach the carth over a wider arcals

“hatever plans arc eventually decided upon, one thing is sure., Bofore
the year is out, SKYLAB will be coming home. Perhaps net in a blaze of glory
as the Apollos did... but certainly in a blaze,

seees Dave Griffiths 1979

t*##ﬂ####*#*#$#*t#$ﬂ'&*¢t#t#*t*ﬁt**ﬂ*1!lf!#E##i\*‘*#*#‘l*0*‘3###‘?*##*#***##‘#**#t

SAIRAVUN 22 Dave Cockfield, Janice Maule, and Ian Maule are trying to
arrange a mini-cone..on the lines of Silicoh elce It will be called
the PICACON (I prefer my own title for it) and will be held in London
over Easter weckend, 1980, Deadline for helping to firm it up wes May
23rde Erg is too late for you to help make sure it takes placessbut
assuming there IS enough support...send your £1 registration fee to
Janice Maule, 5 Beaconsfield Rd. New Mald en, Surrey KT3 3HY, Your .
money will be refunded if the idea flopse.but if it goes ahead, then
you pay another £1 when you attend. Seems a good scheme to me ceven

though all my cash is earmarked for Boston in September.
AUSTRALIA in_ '83

is another worihy cause,..see the footnote in the review
pages for further dotailsees.and requests for donations of cash, etce.
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PHE WORLD'S BEST SF_ 3
Pt =

et

sdited by D.A. Wollheim

%cu tales from the 74/75
period opening with a
look at an alternate unis
verge where German
gscience is triumphant and
her Zeppelins moor to New York's
gkyscrapers. A hibernating pedlar
(10,000 years at a time)emerges to
help a repressed rural society.
Then the sole survivor of a
spacewreck becomes the captive of
giant, intelligent bees. Ma be
you'd prefer flying on artifgcial
wings on the 'Storms of Windhaven'
or the robot executioner sent to destroy
the threat of biological experiment on &
hollow planetoid, FElsewhere, in an
America overgrown by wild vines, an under-
ground society sends out a mission and meets
a couple of aliens. Theres the solitude of an
immortal girl; the less than triumphal return of
Helbent 4 after fighting off the spacethings. &
computer holging &irty governnment secrets needs
debugging and finally the end of the world seen

through a monastery's time nexusd. ;47 gjfferent, all good even if you
can always quibble over the title,.my rave may be your flat tyre, but
personally, I enjoyed every one of +them. DENNIS DOESON £4.95

@§3T§927_= . Millennis have passed, Mankind now lives on Mars but
D%%%%ég}%gr%Pla desires to recakonise an Barth covered with multi-
e 4.25 layered jungle, strange plants and weird animals,
Fourteen-year-old Teee, sole surviving human on Earth, and protege of
the strange amorphous Emeroo fights the flora and fauna and also the
nuge protoplasmic mass Indigo which not only eats everything in gight
but can also grow humanoid creatures with which it also plams to take
over Mars, A weird fantasy world of strange events
and actions as Reee fights off Indigo, is aided

by Emeroo and capbured by the 'Martians’, e et
This is one you'!ll either love or detest, but A g o
either way, it is still a fascinatingly T s ii¥s  BEOGETS
different bit of writing,..and a welcome P ey IS

change from swordswielding barbariane
among the stars,
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THE_PRISONER
Thomas M. Disch Some readers will remember
Dobson £4.25 thia as the renowned -

TV series in which N\
the lead was played hy Patrick MceGoohan %
(whose picture appears on the jacket., Not
having had the pleasure of seeing the T
version I can not vouchsafe for the agtilracy 13 e
with which it follows the IV wversion, G Dol S
The Prisoner,.No,6..n0 other names are used %
for characters, and this adds to the menacing™-
atmosphere,.is an ex-agent wishing to retire to ™
a Welsh village., He is intgrcepted on the jourfigywe™ s~ -
and awakes,,.in his dream home, but as a captive of 'L e-Village' From
here on, the story concerns his repeated attempts to €scape..and
whether or not he is experiencing reality as attempt cgne is foiled by
a Guardian, robot operated sphere and each succeeding attempt only
complicates the puzzle, Disch achieves a Kafka-like sense of
unreality and menace as you follow the struggles of No, 6 in his maze.
Compulsive reading from start to finish,

s

CAEQUE The far future, and Cirque is Earth's remaining city,
Terry Carr beautiful and harmonious, Through it flows the river
Dobson £4,25 Fundament carrying all the city's waste into a giant
fissure - The Abyss, The story follows the intertwined lives of a
small group on the day when monsters, born of the refuse in the Abyss,
emerge to threaten the peace, We meet a giant millipede from Aldebaran
whoge ability to see the future has brought him to experience the
emergence, There is Nikki, varying between four drug-induced states;
Gloriana the Guardian, Gregorian, a fire sculptor; Ansalie the monitor
telepath who supplies the news service, All these, and others meet and
interact against the background of the menace,

Delicate, beautifully written. A fantasy free of any viciousness as
it gradually blends 21l the multiple threads on this crucial day,.

L0U CANNOT DIE 7 tnink it was John Campbell who first poggulated that
Jan Currie a man born in this era might well live for ever,.well
Hamiyn £4.95 the author of this work takes a different angle with

the contention that one can survive physical death,
that conscious persists after death, and that reinearnation is a fact.
To prove his ¢gye, he examines ghosts, apparitons, astral projections,
and many other psycliic phenomena. Bach chapter covering one aspect
with numerous reported accounts and ghort linking paraghaphs,

As in all such 'investigations' the key point is whether or not you
accept all the evidence offered as being infallible., In this work,
demonic possession, life after death and even rebirth are well
supported by the reports,,oif, as I say, you wish to believe..df not,
then this isa't fgor you,

The book ig a physically large, handsomely produced work, but I
would prefer to have geen the rather amateur chapter illustrations
replaced by a comprehensive index. Either way, thia is a book to be
cherished if you are a believer in after life..and ignored by the
materialist, Personally, I appreciated the wealth of research
material,.but still remain unconvinced that I'll be back to publish
ERG sometime in the 21st Century.
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STELLAR ASSIZNMENT 17

E,C. Tubb. Robert Hale £k,25
On the strengl™ of his book on
how to survive Hevin Plake is hired to
bring baclk a rich man's star-roving
daughter. He finds the girl easily
enough, but getting her back presents
numerols problems among a variety of
aliens,all of whom speak Lnglish and

l‘?ﬁﬂ' mwhng behave with the utmost gentility even when
“ L trying to swindle Blake oukt cf his back
teeln.

The acticon is lighthearted and very
reuiniscent of Sprague De Camp'ls 'Zamba' stories, but with a defter touch of
humour and many complex aliens in the style of P,K. Dicka. This isn't tAward !
material, but just a highly readable romp among the stars with everyone out
to make a dollar and with everyone humanoid under their skins..or scales.

if you like humour in your ZF, then like me, you'll enjoy this one.

A BCUBLE SHADOW

EemomoT oo oo Mars has heen terraformed. Its thickened atmcsphere
Frederick Turner permits the New Martians to fly. Their society, vaguely
Sidgwick & Jackson  Greecian, is bored, decadent and immortal by means of
£5495 brain inplants aided by a guardian computer. Yhen two

young 'Blocds', Narcissus and Michael, affront each
other, a status-war is declared. This involves the participants in involved
point-scoring tactics, seductions and even intervention by livirg - -~ds before
the duel climax is reached, In this, the contestants, armed 1like fighting
cocks, engage in aerial battle on 2rtificial wings. An involved, Pantasyworld
story, made tedious by the use of ;- "He savs this',.%She does that! a conceit
which is sustained throughout. The hackground of perverts, sex-changing gods
and otker characters does little to enliven what is essentially a rambling
accocunt of a guerrel and its results. It may oppeal to fantasy lovers, but
as a hardcorc addiet, it was not a2 hit with me.

ETHUEN CEILDREN'S BQOKS have issucd twa new titles at £3.%5 ecach =

STEPS_QUT_OF TIME Cn neving ta a new disirict and house, Johnathan Hill has
Pric H oo @difriculty in settling into his new school. Then, going
‘ric Houghton A N - N . :
home on a misty night he finds himself stepping into a

heuse of the futurc..through his own front deoor. Xach time the tremsit
cecurs he experiences more of the other world, even entering into the body
of Peter, an artistic lad of bis own age..twelve years, He lcarns to draw
and paint, a technique which enables him to solve his own problems. There
are numerous line illustraticns accompanying the text and these will help to
set the stage for young readers. The author tends to give Johnathan more
maturity than one would expect, but again, this should give him greater
interest to any younpgster wishing to identify with the adventurcs.
Py w ;
g§§=§é£§§=95;55£2§£ The colonlsts on Tridan are troubled by a strange fear,
H.M,Hoover Bioleogist Theo Leslie is out an a solitery field trip

when she finds Karen, a young girl fleeing from her parents'
murderers. They trek back to Leslie's base, on the way, discovering strange
mupmificd creatures -~ Then the rains come and life gets deadly for the
calonists, This is a Heinlein guality Juvenileo..but less pedantics. There is
a delicate trace of scntiment and an cqually dclicate hint at a love intercst.
There is no 'writing down' and the story never flags..perhaps the 'menace’
moves off stage too quickly, but otherwise, this is a rattling good yarn and
more truly SF than the near fantasy of 'Steps Out Of Time! Very good,




) L]

THE CHAOS MACHINE The Weapon jis 250 Km long (roughly-Half the length of
Colin Kapp England)}, is focussed by a ring of ten black holes and
Dobson 022 powercd by consuming one sun every six seconds. From another
' Universe, the invading Ra are first softening up humanity
by using it to distort the fabric of causality and so effect disasters which
are killing off key figures in the Federation., Space Marshal Wildheit (who
carries an invisible..and unexplainede..'god! on his shoulder) joins with a
young female Sensitive to oppose the Ra and deatroy the weapon,

Space opera on a scale undreamed of by 'Doc'! Smith, and leavened with a
aumber of strange powers and a touch of the invincible supermane All blended
into a rattling good yarnm which never loses its pace for an instant. I may
be a low brow, but I enjoyed it immemsely.

VEXI_STOF_THE STARS gix early Silverbergs from the 1956/7 era opening with
R.5ilverberg the purple-prosed 'Slaves Of The Star Gients! in which a
Dobson £4425 man, hauled into the future to free an electronic Brain!

and civilisation's remnants from 5O foot tall aliens finds
he likes the place, 'The Sengs O0f Summer'! is neatly told from several vieww
points as (another) chap from the past iries to organise the gentle people.
'Hopper! (Later expanded info a novel) sees a regimented future where the
Crime Sec has his own illegal hideaway, and people defect into the past.
*Blaze Of Glory! concerns a character who maltreats aliens and becomes a
reluctant hero., Finally, Warm Man] deals with an empath who absorbed other's
troubles..until he got an overload, I'd rate this 5 hits out of six on
the entertainment scale, with an extra bonus as Silverberg has not yet
reached his *death-fascination! Kkick in any of these.

e A e s P

. . Ivan Zhilin enters an un-named town in an
_gﬁ%:gi &5322;5 Strugatski equally anonymous country with the mission of
investigating an upswing of unusual deaths emong
natives and tourists. He finds a decadent, hedonistic society (Party line
-view of the West ?) and numerous perverted, secret groups. Attempts to )
contact otther agents prove they too have succumbed and one even sends Ivan on
a death mission before he locates the source of the psychodelic electronic

devices which cause the deaths, The society is reminiscent of & Jack Vance

world, with a touch of Kafka. Occasicnally, one loses the thread of who is
saying what - or who is actually 'onstage!, Otherwisc, an entertaining 'spy!
mystery and much more readable than the authors! carlier 'Hard To Be A God!

SmEnBisEE After an icemage and descent into barbarism, Earthmen again
Judith Buffery venture into space, where Agent Quinn discovers the lost
Dobson £4.25 colony world of Hammon, Planning to enter the Federation

of Planets, its representative, Lord Mycaal (descendent of
an alien~human union) visits Earth to put his case. Ho is kidnapped by the
Sheeg, ancient beings of evil, dwellers in a timeless dimencione. Quinn and
sociologist Freja follow to rescue him, First story in a new 'Star Lord Saga?
while rather long on action and short on background detail, the swiftly
moving story was rathem marred for me by the arrival of the incongruous
Sheege However, if vanVogtian intricacy and action is what you crave, you
will find this an entertaining, if rather lightweight, novel.

. Sccond in tho saga, where Frcga has been killed and Quinn

SAFFRON lecaves his infant daughter in the care of Myceal and his wifca
REsm==as Saffron completes training on Earth, then seduces Mycaal's son
Judith Buffery Amaal, followed by the War Lord himselfs. She flees the
Dobson &4.25 planet with .maal in oursuit, then aftor a spell on a plague

%ﬁﬁ}i; both are capﬁuﬁfd g?éﬁPacoégéndiﬁfa_ As before, background is vaguej
. e las~it~comos~to-min writing style makes for an tertaini ar
if you don't want too much meat in yogg recading diet? enertaining yarn

1 r a
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}=Qé=KthS ZE MY ﬁggé BEvery so often, 2 story grabs you with its first

Dean R, Koontz paragraph..this is one of 'em as Simeon, the world's
Dobson £4.25 only telepath, result of gene manipulation, carries

out loyalty checks for the Govermment. As the world
moves into war he is detailed to investigate the mind of Child, another
genetic experiment and a med genius capable of devising super weapons. Torn
between Governmental pressures, his own neuroses (treated by an electronic
psychiatrist), and a budding love affair, Simeon enters the Child's mind and
finds chaos...and godlike power. Events wind up to a fitting climax with
an ending literally 'Deus: ex machina', Koontz is a writer to be reckoned
with, and here he gives & story which is slmost impossible to put down before

the end., Structurally, it may not be 'great science fiction'..but by gum,
it is downright entertaining. :
GABION

S===Zz A Alan Leonar escaves from the island orphanage where he is
Julia Riding studying atomic and astro physics. He sets off for Gabion,
Hale £A4.35 the land from which his father ceme. Avoiding helicopter

' patrols, hitching rides in steam cars and with numerous
brushes with the inept searchers, he makes his way across various agrarian
countries until he reaches Gabion..only to find it oppressed by a war-hungry

tyrant. Leonar Joins the resistance movement and with one little skirmish,

all is put righte 7 £25709 to understand how a bastard child in a rustic
society (which uses oil lmaps, yet operates stean cars) could wind up
learning advanced science..in a society which has never heard of it. Ignore
petty details, and you have a slow pleasant story of a lad's search for his
origins, written very much in the style of Jack Vance.
THE_HUGQ_WINNERS Vols3  1f anyboc: out there doesn't know that the 'Hugo'
Ede Isaac Asimav Awards are for stories chosen by the ettendees at each
WYorldeon as the cream of that year's science fiction,
Here, Dr. Asimov has compiled his third anthology for the 1970-75 Conventions.
T believe the Doubleday edition got them all between two boards, but over
here (where we seem to use better paper and a bigger typeface, Messrs Dobson
have had to split the opus into three parts -- each priced at £h4,95,

Part.1 (1970-72) crams 3 novellas and 2 shorts into its 220 pages. You get
Lieber's 'Ship Of Shadows' and 'J1ll Met In Lankhmar'. Sturgeon's
'Slow Sculpture'; Anderson's !The Queen Of Air And Darkness' and
Larry Njven's 'Ipeonstant Moon'

' part,2 (1973) 'The Word For Warld Is Forest's.LeGuinj !Goat Song's..Anderson;

tThe Meeting'..Pohl and Kormbluth; 'Burema's Dam'..R.A.Lafferty,

Parte3 (1974-=75) 'Phe Girl Who Was Plugged In'..Tiptree; 'The Deathbird! by
Ellison; 'T,e Ones Who alk Away From Omelas'..LeGuin; 'A Song ¥or Lya!'
by George R.R.Martin; 'Adrift Off The Islets OF Langerhans'..Ellison;
1The Hole Man'..Niven

Each volume has a full list of that Year's Awards, plus biographical
sketches on the writers. In toto, the triple distilled, top~level choices of
several thousands of readers. Scratch any of the three and you'll find a
winnerij.eeliterally. If you are in the market for material to which you can
return again and again, here it is. Together, they will form a pretiy good
cornerstone to any eollestiono~sand if you're trying to build up a school or
college SF library, what better place to start ?

THE HUGO WINNER Vol3. Ed. I Asimove In 3 partse. #4%.95 each. Dennis Dobson



_________ by Spider & Jeanne Robinson ' Those of you who read Anrlog, will
" pecall the novel and the follow-up

serial (Stardance.2.) Hore they are

blended together into one novel,

Published in the Quantum series by:i-
Sidgwick & Jackson £5.95 o '
Futura 2110
Dancer Shara Drummond is too tall to become a famous

dancer, but gets a chance to perform in. tfreec fall! (Don't ask me how one
dances in zemo 'g'). Thus, when aliens who only understand body language
arrive, she is qualified to contact them, She manages to send them packing,
but dies in the acte. Following in her method, sister Norrey forms a group
of Dancers. When the aliens return, the members are co=-opted to make the
Iong trip to Saturn as translators for the diplomatss..and as prolonged free
fall produces irreversible results, there is no way back to Earthsees

One can quibble over ‘'dancing' in a reactionless mediume sbut I dig my
heels wight in at the idea of 'conversing! by dance at other than a basic
lovel..very basic. Since this is a basic element of the story you either
accept thise..or go elsewhere. If ycw can, and have no objections o a
society which uses 'soft drugs', thea you will find this excitingly differ-
ent and grippingess.and of course, thanks to the Quantum programme, you have
an immediatce choice of hard or soft covers

EQE§2=¥££§QEE;E§2 In this new Star Trek story, the Enterprise cncounters a
Joe Haldeman magnetic anomaly, which on investigation proves to be a
Bantan 75p ©  huge spacecraft in the forn of a hollow asteroid. Kirk and
' conpany bean inside and are captured by winged aliensa
A force field prevents their cscape, the power banks of the Enterprise are
being drained, and its distress call has brought a Klingon cruiser which
sets out to destroy both ship and asteroid..however, the latter is not guite
what it seems and once again, Kirk energes on top of the situatione.

225255;225222 After o brief autobiographical in&roduction you plunge into
Willian F.Nolan %he stories..all twenty-ome of 'em! There is enough variety
Corgi 95p to satisfy the most jaded reader, ny own favourite being

the lovely send up of conputer dating whereby the young
hopeful gets hinself engaged..and rarried to a fat, nid 'le aged repairnman,
The overall tone is light, a touch of Rad Bradbury - a dash of OlHenry. This
collection, thanks to the shortnress of each yarn, nakes it an excellent
bedside reader..teke one a night for the best enjoyment. Incidentally, the
author is partly responaible for 'Logan's Run',.but don't hold that against
him,.in this assembly his writing is much nore deft and enjoyable.

YEEI?%EZ_SEH§£E§ First in the 'Kirlian% or Cluster series sees dwellers in
Piers Anthony the Andromeda Galaxy setting out to filch energy from the
Panther £%.25 Earth Sphere of operationse To combat this, Flint, a Stone

. Age genius 1s conscripted into carrying out a series of >
mind~transfer missions with the aim of alerting others to a united effort.
Wellewritten, but rather fragmentary as Flint shuttles to and fro..but always
finding sexual action along the way..with more luck than in his prime mission. '

THE_WINDS TWELVE QUARTERS

THE WINDD JWLLID @Xalaf32 Vol.1. Readers familiar with Ms. Le Guin's work
Ursula Le Guin will need no other intriduction than the names.for others,
Panther 85p here is a scintillating, nine-story collection. Among other

gems you will find, 'The Word Of Unbinding'..or if you
frefer the nearer hard-core writing of 'Nine Lives' as it investigates clones,
you will find it heres.(and I'm delighted to see a writer citing 'Biological
Time Bomb' as an inspiration source, as I recommended this a while back%.
Once again, the writer scintillates on all levels..and no wasted wordage.
I enjoyed Vols2 (which somehow got here first)..this ome is even better.
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ZOVERIED WORID Plot the graph of y= 1/x ahd then
Christopher Priest rotate the result around
Pan, 85p axis and you get a soli R
shape on the right. T, is is the wor}d on - . =i
which Helmut Mann lives in a mobgle city where'everyiii=
activity is geared to pursuing the optimum, Aheal ,Sgrte - ,
time runs fast, behind it moves slowly. Forty miles :Ss= £
back, centrigugal force will throw you off, How the s3S%= k
city is moved, Mann's life and the events in the _ gﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁi
saga, first appeared as a Galaxy serial in 1973, .74 " ~4%
Here you get it in one volume ~ original, inventive and&égggi
in my estimation, one of the best tales in a decads. B

ST Eoimno—e= The survey ship Sarafand explores the universe
Bob Shaw encountering assorted life forms anl problem
Pan 80p situations on the way. This will inevitably be
compares with van Vogt's 'Space Beagle'-- ingeed, the first
incident is an attempt to take over the ship by a shape changing
creature called Candar (in vW'!s yarn, it was Coeurl), How Candar got
to the planet is detailed, but not explained, The chief character
here is Surgenor (as against 'Grosvenor'). Accept the similarity and
simply enjoy the linked adventures which encounter the crew.

ASINOV 'S OHOICE 'COMETS AND COMPUERS' 41 ogitorial on SF, a Martin

———— e — e

Methuen Magnum 95p Gardner puzzle., a Commander Grimes adventure,
and then Brian Aldiss, There's a Williamson bit

on ivory towers and sf; a tale of raising the dead, another on robot

investigators; strange d oings on an archaeological 'dig'. You get

time travel; a tale of space survival; a sports story; and lastly,

the birth of a star child. An excellent assortment, but in case it

geems familiar, readers of the Isaac Asimov SF Magazing will find it

is the March '78 issue in toto (less adverts and

book reviews, presented in paperback format. and

no warning., 1I'd be annoyed to have paid for this

and then made the discovery.,so why not say so ?

mEm=s====oozsIScsssESSSsms=ss==Z=s==2S Profusely illustrated with me-y
Len Buckwalter., Bantam £1.25 excellent photographs and line drawings,
you get a gquick resume of the uses and

reasons for using video recorders; their '-ckground and history, then on to
a complete coverage of how to operate them. There are chapters on cameras,
microphones, lighting, producing your own shows plus some brief fMult-finding
tips and a glossary. Filling more than half the thick volume is a very ’
comprehensive catalogue of available commercial tapes along with a classified
indexe It is only fair to point out that this is very much for the U.S.A
market and does not include European machines such as the Phillips VIR, Also,
copyright regulations seem less stringent over there, Otherwise, if you want
to learn (painlessly) about VIR, then this will make an excellent beginning,.

Z=2====== Vulcan marriages are arranged in childhood, performed in adult-
Bantam 95p hood« When Spock's comes due, his bride chooses Commander Kirk

. " _to champion her against Spock in a duel to the death. Only McCoys
quick thanklpg averts tragedy in this twelfth novel in the Fotonovel series
where favourite episodes are re-created in 'still® with dialogue captions.

How Mandala keep the price down and guality up, is a wonder to mes.but they
do, and this one is as good as any that have gone before,
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